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News from Susan B. Anthony Project Spring 2021

Safety•Healing•Growth

March 22, 2021

Susan B. Anthony Project

179 Water Street

Torrington, Connecticut 06790

Subject: Thank You Very Much!

Dear Susan B. Anthony Project, 

 I’m writing this letter to express my gratitude and 

happiness for your organization’s incredible support.

 I remember it like it was yesterday, December 

7, 2019 at 12:00 am, when you gave me and my son a 

warm welcome to the shelter after we had to flee from 

my abusive ex-husband. I was so worried about how 

things would work out for us but you assured me that 

everything would be ok, and it has always been because of your help.

 I don’t know where to start, but I’m so grateful to all the staff at the shelter and the whole 

organization that was patient with me and took the time to listen and understand me, and make sure I 

understood everything I needed to know. 

 When we got to the shelter we literally had nothing, not even a handkerchief, but you provided 

us with all basic things we needed — clothes, food, bedding, Similac, a private room, soaps and so 

many other things.

 You helped me make calls to the Department of Social Services and explained anything I didn’t 

understand. You helped me find a new pediatrician for my son, apply for a WIC card, apply for an EBT 

card, you bought me a new phone and minutes to communicate to my family back in Kenya, provided 

transportation to my appointments, took me grocery shopping, paid for my bus cards, got me a 

family and immigration attorney, and even went with me to the court in Waterbury. I will never forget 

the gifts we received from shopping cards, clothes, Christmas gifts, and so much more you have done 

for us. The list is endless!

 At the shelter I felt so peaceful and hopeful. I sincerely appreciate all the effort you made to 

make sure we were ok. Even though I was miles away from my family, you made me feel at home, 

safe, and loved. I’m so thankful to the whole staff that helped counsel me and encourage me until I 

overcame the trauma, got my self-esteem back, and focused on my life goals.

 You also assisted me in applying for a transitional living program and I managed to move into 

my own apartment after 3 months living in the shelter. 

 It has now been a year since I moved into my own apartment and you still extend your kindness 

and support, which warms my heart each and every day. I would like to thank Megan Smart, the 

Transitional Living Program Advocate, for being so understanding and supportive in so many ways.

 You have been a blessing in our lives and I’m more grateful than words can express. Few people 

possess the considerate, selfless, loving heart that you have and even fewer are willing to give so 

much. I thank you for your kindness, and for being the wonderful amazing people that you are. I know 

I’m blessed to have you in my life and journey. God bless you!

Sincere gratitude,

G & B
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Meet Our Board
LOIS SHAFIR, ESQ.
CHAIR, GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE
Before moving to Connecticut from New Jersey, 

I volunteered to represent victims of domestic 

violence in court proceedings. I saw the despair and 

urgent need for help.

 I learned that Susan B. Anthony Project’s 

(SBAP) services to victims of domestic violence 

and sexual abuse are accomplished by a dedicated staff led by 

Jeanne Fusco, Executive Director. Services include counseling, shelter, 

transitional housing, legal advocacy and prevention education, all at no 

cost to victims.

 As a lawyer, I am amazed by the hundreds of appearances made 

in each of the civil and criminal courts monthly by Susan B. Anthony 

Project’s legal advocates representing victims. And this is only a small 

part of SBAP’s work. I am privileged to serve on its Board.

SARA HANNAFIN
I’ve been indirectly connected to Susan B. Anthony 

Project for decades. When I was a teenager, my 

mother, Sally Carr, was an active volunteer for the 

organization. I moved back to Connecticut about 16 

years ago, and met Barbara Spiegel, SBAP’s former 

Executive Director. Barbara soon became a mentor, 

and I often joked that one day, I would work for her.  

Along the way, I was fortunate to meet Nancy Wadhams, an incredible 

friend since the day we met. Nancy invited me to several SBAP events 

throughout the years, where I was able to learn first-hand about the 

breadth and importance of SBAP’s services throughout the community.

  Unfortunately, I have had to, more than once, refer neighbors and 

local community members to SBAP. I have witnessed sexual assault, 

first-hand, when a treasured family member was sexually assaulted on 

her college campus last year. Domestic abuse and sexual violence can 

happen to anyone at any time. Abusers do not fit into a neat box of a 

specific socio-economic status, gender, sexuality, or race.

   Joining the SBAP Board aligns nicely with where I’m at in life and 

how I want to spend my time.  I am happy that I can do my small part in 

helping advance the mission and continue to spread awareness.

Why become a monthly giver?

• Imagine if you could help provide reliable monthly revenue to 

 guarantee services are always available for victims of abuse. 

• Imagine if you were able to help even more victims.

Please consider making your annual $50 gift a $5 monthly gift totaling 

$60. Or making your annual $250 gift a $25 monthly gift that will 

increase its value to $300.

Monthly gifts allow you to increase, and sometimes even double, 

your annual gift and provide a predictable stream of income that has 

incredible impact on the long-term financial health of SBAP.
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Making a 
Difference!

February was Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month. 
Wearing orange to show their support are Maria 
Salomone, President, SBAP Board of Directors, Nancy 
Boland, Vice President, SBAP Board of Directors, Mark 
Famiglietti, SBAP Board of Directors, and Barbara 
Spiegel, SBAP Advisory Council. 

SBAP staff showing their support for Teen Dating 
Violence Awareness Month (TDVAM).

Honoring Community Supporters
October was Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Every year SBAP 

celebrates survivors of domestic violence and honors community partners 

who collaborate and support our work at our annual Candlelight Vigil. 

2020 Honorees 

Arlene Begelman, Love • Art • Play — Arlene donated her time and 

talent for the second year in a row to bring Eve Ensler’s mega-hit “The 

Vagina Monologues” to the Warner Theatre stage. Both years were 

incredibly successful and helped to provide much needed financial 

support to SBAP’s mission. 

Tanya Dowd, Lily and Vine Floral Design — Tanya was quick to step up 

and help with our annual wreath sale last year when we were in need. 

She went above and beyond by coordinating orders and delivery with 

the supplier at no cost to SBAP, as well as adding her personal touch to 

enhance and embellish many of the wreath products. 

Emma Skinner, Camp Rising Star — Emma is committed to 

understanding all the ways in which she and the staff at Camp Rising 

Star can continue to keep campers safe, by staying informed about 

potential signs of abuse, and encouraging prevention education of both 

domestic and sexual violence.

Arlene Begelman Tanya Dowd Emma Skinner 

October was Domestic Violence Awareness Month, which commenced with the 
hanging of a wreath at Torrington City Hall. From left to right — Torrington Fire 
Dept. Chief Peter Tower, Torrington Police Dept. Chief William Baldwin, Jr., Mayor 
Elinor Carbone, SBAP Executive Director Jeanne Fusco, City Treasurer Dan Farley, 
and Corporation Counsel Victor Muschell.  



Jennifer Abbott-Tillou
Jane & Matthew Allyn
David Altschuler
Altek Electronics Employees
Karen & Nils Andrews 
Caroline & Vincent Andrus
Anonymous (10)
Anonymous in Memory of 

Lois Shelley
Kevin Bair 
Charlene Barbacci 
Dorothy Bazzano
Sabrina Beck 
The Boland Family 
Kathleen & Aaron Borkowski 
Karen Brock
Brooks, Todd & McNeil & 

Employees 
Laura Brown 
Christina Brown 
Mickie Ann Budny 
Lisa Buono
Heather Calabro and Elle & 

Don Kim
Anne & Gerald Canfield 
Mary Casey & Betsy Dixon
Charlotte Hungerford 

Hospital ER Staff 
Charym Yoga Studio
Hope Childs 
Anne Childs 
Mary Clancey 
Leah Concklin-Malloy
Pamela Coyne 
Jen & Brian Cuddeback 
Michele Cunha
Sandy & Bill Deacon of 

Litchfield 
Trish Deans 
Allison Demers
Irene & Roger Dietlin
Anne & Ed Dodge 
Tanya & Bryan Doehr
Suzanne & Frank Dooley
Barbara Douglass
Saun Ellis Drohojowska & 

Francisco Drohojowski
Mary English 
Kirstin Etela
Elaine Fay 
Eileen Fitzgibbons
Fuel Cell Energy & 

Employees 
Kim Gacso 
Sandy Gardner
Stephanie & David Genest

Marilyn Goens
Sybil Goodkin 
Barbara & John Greaney 
Harwinton’s Woman’s Club
Jane Havemeyer
High Valley Neighborhood 
Catherine Hogan & Roy 

Walzer
Tara & Barb Homberg
Barbara & John Howard
Jeff Hoyt
Laurie, Jay & Emily 

Hubelbank 
Carol & Pat Iannuzzi 
Barbara Cowan and the 

Commercial Team 
 at Ion Bank 
Susan & Morrow Jones 
Amanda Jordan 
Phil Kamens 
Gregg B. & Deborah A. Kelly
Doreen Kelly 
Sue Kendall 
Susan Kennedy
Chrissy Keywan & Ryan 

Andrews
Mary Ann & Armand Kibarian 
Kathy Kinane
Katharine Kirk 
Sharon Kittredge
Constance Leisure & Steven 

Landers 
Kathy Lepp 
Carol Leskanic & Michael 

Regan
Diane & Mark Libby 
Vanessa Lilly 
Betsy Little 
Marie Lowe
David Lynn 
Caitlyn Macy 
Michael Maher 
Kerwin Mayers
Timothy McGinn, 
 Mary, Alice & Curt, 
 Lorraine & Bob 
Christine & Stephen McGrath
Laurelle McKiernan
Catherine & John McMahon 
Seth Meyer
Murphy Boyz Printing 
Nancy & John Newton 
Norfolk Friends 
Catherine Oneglia
Katherine Oneglia
Ann O’Reilly

Jeff Pierce
Joseph Plourde
Susan Rea 
Jennifer Reichen 
Alexandra Ritz 
Kathleen & Cory Robart
Kathy Robb
Matt Roche
Nancy Rogers & Michael 

Delay 
Kali Rohr & Jeremy Blakeslee
Caren Roseman 
Turi Rostad & Ashley Rowe
Arne Rostad
Round Table Ladies 
Philip Samponaro 
Sue Saporite 
Sarah & Patrick Sargent
Mary & Rosemary Sarsfield
Ellen Schroeder
Megan D. Scott 
Cindy Sekulski
J. Elaine Senack
Lois Shafir
Mary Elizabeth Simons
Len Sitko
Susan & Gordon Smith 
Sterling Sintered 

Technologies, Inc.
Megan Stock 
Marlena Sturm 
Viktoria Sundqvist 
Tim Suydam 
Carol Symonds
Eileen Tedesco
Heather Turri 
Dawn Valsecchi
Erick Valsecchi
Lynn & Rick Valsecchi
Dom Varrone 
Albert Vasko
Nancy Wadhams
Virginia Way 
Kate Wenner
Pat Werner 
Claire Wiley 
Winchester Center 

Congregational Church 
Wittmann Battenfeld, Inc.
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Adopt-a-Family for the Holidays
Thank you for helping to make this holiday season a bright one for our clients.   

Our generous donors helped provide gifts for 52 families with 118 children and 19 single women.     

OUR GENEROUS DONORS:

New Vision Pioneers - Morris 
F. Tyler Chapter donated many 
useful household items for our 
shelter and residential clients.  
The items were ordered via 
online retailers and delivered to 
our office, to ensure safety for all 
during the pandemic.  Pictured 
with this very generous donation 
are Child Sexual Assault 
Advocate Anne Malisk, Family 
Violence Victim Advocate Yachai 
Reilly, and Business Development 
Associate Ashley Cerruto.   

Price Chopper donated $500 
in store gift cards to support 
our Rebuilding Lives Program, 
in particular for those clients 
sheltering in hotels who don’t 
have ready access to our 
shelter food pantry.  We are so 
thankful for this gift which will 
help victims of violence begin 
to heal, from the inside, out!  
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Wreath Fundraiser
Very special thanks to all who volunteered this past year 

and adapted to our new drive-thru pick up procedure. 

We raised over $14,000 to support our client services!

Judi Armstrong
Meghan Avery
Marge Beary
Martha Bernstein
Bob Berson & Barbara Putnam
The Binding Source — Mary Perry
Nancy Boland
Elizabeth Bourne
Charlotte Hungerford Hospital
   — Suzanne Fox
Church of Christ, Goshen 
   — Janet Hooper
Patience Deacon
Linda Dick
Aiden Doehr
Helen Donaher
Deborah Donne
Dymax Corporation 
   — Laurie Ludgewait
Saun Ellis
Fishes & Loaves — Louise Riley
First Congregational Church,
   Washington — Karen & Jim Esslinger
Forman School — Meredith Schafer
Fuel Cell Energy — Rachel Johnson
Ciara Gonzalez
Tanya Hague-Doehr
Sara Hannafin
Harwinton Woman’s Club
   — Pam Lazaroski

Litchfield High School 
   — Dean Birdsall & Tammy Knox 
Kathryn Litwin
Beth McCabe
Jacqueline Miller
Amanda Moreau
Marjorie Morris
Effie Mwando
Jennie Panchy
Nancy Ratner
Allie Ritz
Turi Rostad
Diane Ryan
Maria Salomone
Diana Savory
Jessica Schmelcher
Lois Shafir
Megan Smart
Marlene & Chris Smith
Thomaston High School — Janice Ellis
Thomaston Savings Bank employees 
   — Rachel Gagnon, Donna Koether,   
       Cheryl Lindstrom & Tony Sanchez
Trinity Episcopal Church, Torrington 
   — Faye Tway & Gary Grant
Sarah Worden
Jessica Wright-McGurk
Nancy Young

Thomaston Savings Bank volunteers Tony Sanchez, Rachael Gagnon, Cheryl 
Lindstrom and Donna Koether pitched in to help with our first “drive thru” 
wreath pick up event, checking orders and loading vehicles with fresh cut 
wreaths while spreading good cheer despite the pandemic. We are so grateful!

Making a 
Difference!

Dymax Corporation
Litchfield County Business Professionals (LCBP)

Northwest Hills Credit Union
Quinoco Energy Services

Sterling Sintered Technologies
Law Offices of Wall, Wall & Frauenhofer

Webster Bank 

A special thanks to Lily & Vine Floral Design — Tanya Dowd

A shout of gratitude to our wreath sponsors!

SBAP Community Educator Matthias Ekstrand took 
part in the Trunk or Treat event held at Torrington 
Middle School in October. We took 3rd place for our 
decorated van! 

Karla Nebiolo and Paul Hamlin shown with the 
car they generously donated to one of SBAP’s 
clients. These donations enable our clients to 
secure employment, care for their children, and 
live independently. We are so grateful!    
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SBAP’s Rebuilding Lives Program 

provides crisis and support services to women, 

children, and men who are victims of domestic 

abuse and sexual assault, bringing them from 

crisis and dependency to empowerment, self-

sufficiency, and independence. These business 

sponsors have a direct impact on the lives of our 

clients by not only helping to fund important 

services, but also by showing incredible 

commitment to supporting victims in their hours 

of greatest need. Thank you, Litchfield Bancorp, 

Twenty2 Wallpaper, and Torrington Savings Bank!  

 For more information, please contact 

Ashley Cerruto at acerruto@sbaproject.org. 

Our Rebuilding Lives Program Sponsors:

• Litchfield Bancorp — Silver Sponsor

• Twenty2 Wallpaper — Silver Sponsor

• Torrington Savings Bank — Bronze Sponsor 

Calling all HEROs
We are encouraging local 

businesses to help empower and 

rebuild victims of domestic and 

sexual violence by joining forces 

with their customers and 

employees to raise funds for 

critical services. 

 This monthly program 

will help raise awareness, ensure 

program delivery, and increase 

community participation as we all work together to save lives.

 We are grateful to our current HERO participants: 

Energy Fitness, George’s Restaurant, Lily and Vine Floral 

Design, Litchfield Hills Fitness, and Wright’s Barn and Café. 

Thomaston Savings Bank provided 

several weeks of hot meals from Patti’s Place in 

Thomaston to our shelter and transitional living 

program residents, as part of their Community 

Kitchen Project. The Bank’s initiative doubled up 

on its community impact by supporting local 

restaurants in this difficult economic period, as 

well as addressing food insecurity in vulnerable 

populations, including victims of violence.  

Additionally, the Thomaston Savings Bank 

Foundation awarded its 

Act to Impact Employee 

Giving Grant to SBAP for 

the second year in a row.  We are so grateful for 

this amazing partnership with Thomaston Savings 

Bank, and for their commitment to community!

Members of The Founders Society 

of Susan B. Anthony Project, just like 

our founders Polly Doremus & Gillian 

Hanna, have made a promise to help 

create a better tomorrow by providing 

a legacy gift to help ensure the 

perpetuity of SBAP’s mission and role in our community.  

In 2011, Karen O’Connor made such a promise. 

If you are interested in learning more about the 

Founders Society, call Gina Devaux at 860-489-3798 

for more information about planned gifts.

When it came time to sit down with 
my attorney and create a will, I started 
thinking of who I might be able to 
help. Susan B. Anthony Project was 
one of the organizations I have always 
admired. I believe they do important 
work helping the women and children 
who have been abused in our 
community.

Karen O’Connor
Retired Teacher, Lewis Mills High School

We were thrilled to be among the beneficiaries 

of the 20th annual BLN Charity Golf 
Tournament, held on September 14, 2020.  

Many thanks to event organizers Brooks, 

Todd, & McNeil, Litchfield Bancorp, and 

Northwest Community Bank, and to all 

who participated and helped raise over 

$27,000 for several local charities.  You 

have made a tremendous impact on the lives 

of our clients, and so many in our community! 

Today, we can again extend our gratitude to Karen for 

her commitment to the clients and mission of SBAP. 

Her incredibly generous gift has afforded unimaginable 

opportunities and hope for survivors.
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Happening Now Making a 
Difference!

Rumsey Hall staff wore purple to show their support 
for October Domestic Violence Awareness month. 
Shown are Rachel SanFanAndre, Shelly Benson, 
Susan Ekstrand, Susan Paciello and Heather Leonard.

This year’s Clothesline Project displayed outside 
the Water Street building generated some buzz in 
October for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
and was included in a television news segment on 
SBAP produced by WTNH News 8.     

SBAP received Thomaston Savings Bank 
Foundation’s Act to Impact Employee Giving Grant. 
Shown accepting the grant are Ashley Cerruto, SBAP 
Business Development Associate and Gina Devaux, 
SBAP Development Director.

April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month

In America, every 73 seconds someone experiences sexual assault and 

every 9 minutes that victim is a child. Throughout the entire month of 

April, SBAP will be raising awareness with information and education 

about sexual assault and this year’s campaign “We Can Build Safe Online 

Spaces”. Please visit our Facebook page (facebook.com/sbaproject) and 

our website (www.sbaproject.org) for 

more information.

On Thursday April 29th, SBAP will be 

virtually hosting our annual SAAM vigil 

to celebrate community partners who 

have been instrumental in supporting 

our clients and our work and honor 

survivors of sexual assault.

• Women ages 16-19 are 4 times more likely than the general population 

to be victims of rape, attempted rape, or sexual assault.

• More than 1 in 3 women and nearly 1 in 4 men have experienced sexual 

violence in their lifetime.

• About 1 in 8 women and 1 in 4 men experienced this sexual assault 

before the age of 10.

Give Local 2021 is coming April 20-21!  

This annual 36-hour online giving 

challenge hosted by the Connecticut 

Community Foundation (CCF) helped 

us raise over $22,000 last year to 

support victims of domestic and sexual 

violence who come to SBAP for help.  

Every dollar raised during the giving 

campaign is amplified by matching 

funds and prizes secured by CCF, so your donation through Give Local has 

the potential to make a huge impact!  Thank you in advance to our loyal 

donors, and to CCF for hosting this amazing event that puts the spotlight 

on so many deserving non-profits in Greater Waterbury and the Litchfield 

Hills.  Find out more at www.givelocalCCF.org. 

SBAP’s 4th annual Walk a Mile in Her Shoes — 
the Virtual Experience 

Two registration options — individual and team participation. All ages welcome.

Merchandise, sponsorship, and advertising opportunities available.

    Registration Week: May 17 – 21, 2021

    Fundraising Week: May 24 – 28, 2021

For details on how to register or support, 

visit www.sbaproject.org/walkamile 

or contact Gina Devaux at gdevaux@

sbaproject.org or 860-489-3798. To 

become a sponsor, contact Ashley Cerruto at acerruto@sbaproject.org 

or 860-489-3798.



   STAFF SPOTLIGHT:  Kerin Reyes — Family Violence Victim Advocate

Susan B. Anthony Project
179 Water Street, Torrington, CT 06790
Office: 860-489-3798
www.sbaproject.org

Serving the towns of: Barkhamsted, Canaan, Colebrook, Cornwall, Goshen, 
Hartland, Harwinton, Kent, Litchfield, Morris, New Hartford, Norfolk, North 
Canaan, Salisbury, Sharon, Thomaston, Torrington, Warren, Washington, Winsted.

Like us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/sbaproject

Free and confidential services for survivors 
of domestic violence and sexual violence 
include:

• Counseling for adults and children
• Support Groups
• Medical and Court Advocacy

For more information, please call 
(860) 489-3798.

24-Hour Crisis Line: 860-482-7133 

Statewide Toll Free Hotlines:

Domestic Violence: 1-888-744-2900

Sexual Assault: 1-888-999-5545

En Español: 1-888-568-8332

W E ’ R E  H E R E  T O  H E L P

AGENCY SPONSORS

I started working at Susan B. Anthony Project per diem in the beginning of 2018 at 

the shelter. I was eventually hired as a full-time Adult Domestic Violence Advocate, 

and then as the Family Violence Victim Advocate in 2019. I have an educational 

background in substance abuse counseling and, while working in that field, I often held 

a women’s group where the issue of domestic violence was commonly talked about. I 

decided that I wanted to make a career change and focus more on domestic violence, 

which brought me to Susan B. Anthony Project. I was drawn to SBAP because of the 

many resources that it provides to victims of domestic violence and sexual assault.

 In my role as the FVVA, I work with clients not only on the day of the 

arraignment but throughout the court process.  I explain how that process works and 

what they can expect. I provide victim advocacy, such as what level of protective 

order the victim requests and their position on the case. I provide support to victims 

who attend court proceedings and when requested, assist victims who address the 

court with statements. 

 What I sometimes hear on the day of arraignment and throughout the court 

process is that the clients are fearful that a defendant will be released from jail or violate a protective order. 

There are many resources available that provide notification to victims of crime, such as CT SAVIN, which is a 

confidential automated notification service that provides victims with notice of relevant offender information 

and status reports as a case proceeds through the criminal justice system. I can assist with getting victims 

signed up to receive notifications, and getting clients connected with the DOC victim’s services unit so they 

can be part of the Post-Conviction Notification program. 

 I would like anyone in an abusive situation to know that there is help available to him or her and it will get 

better if they leave. Susan B. Anthony Project provides support to victims and assistance with shelter, as well as 

many other resources.   


