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News from Susan B. Anthony Project Fall 2022

Safety•Healing•Growth

Warm Wishes and Thanks to a Dedicated 
Advocate and Friend: A Tribute to Bob Berson

DVAM 2022 Activities
DVAM Candlelight Vigil 

October is Domestic 
Violence Awareness 
Month. Each year, SBAP 

celebrates survivors of 

domestic violence and 

honors community partners who collaborate 

and support our work at our annual candlelight 

vigil. This year’s vigil will be held on Thursday, 
October 6th at 6:00 pm at Coe Memorial Park 

in Torrington.

Movie Series

Please join us on Monday, 

October 17, 2022 at 6:00 pm 

for a free screening of the 

film “A Cry for Help: The 

Tracey Thurman Story” at 

the Bantam Cinema & 

Arts Center.

Purple Thursday

Wear purple on Thursday, 

October 20th to show your 

support for victims and 

survivors of domestic violence.

Commemorative Wreath Hanging 

On Monday, October 3rd at 10:00 am, Mayor 

Elinor Carbone will hang the commemorative 
wreath at Torrington City Hall in honor of 

victims and survivors of domestic violence.

Susan B. Anthony Project

• We responded to 2,216 requests for crisis 

intervention via our 24/7 hotline last year.

• SBAP sheltered 53 women and 47 children 

from July 2021 to June 2022.

• We advocated on behalf of victims in civil  

and criminal court an average of 169 times 
each month.

Please visit www.sbaproject.org for more information 
and details about other upcoming DVAM activities.

Twenty-eight years ago, I arrived at Susan B. Anthony Project to begin 

a career that is fulfilling beyond measure. One of the very first people I 

would meet was Bob Berson, a member of our Board of Directors. That 

first meeting took place at a backyard pool party at the home of one of 

our employees and we chatted over snacks getting to know each other. 

 As the years continued, we came to know each other more and 

some things have remained the same: snacks are a hit with Bob and his 

showing up and dedication to Susan B. Anthony Project, assured and 

unwavering. Bob has been instrumental in our capital campaign leading 

to the renovation of this amazing Counseling and Advocacy Center on 

Water Street in Torrington. He also remains committed to the importance 

of prevention education to address breaking the cycles of domestic and 

sexual violence.

 When I think of Bob and his service 

from SBAP’s inception to today (Bob is 

joining our Advisory Council), I would 

describe the feeling as a swelling of 

good feeling and an abundance of 

immeasurable thanks for his steadfast 

support and presence. 

— Jeanne Fusco, Executive Director

Bob and I can’t remember who got to Susan B. Anthony Project first, but 

I know we met as members of the Board of Directors in the 1980s. Bob 

was a Board leader then, as he understood SBAP’s mission and how a 

Board of Directors should operate. Fast forward to 1995: Bob was still on 

the Board, and I returned as the Executive Director. For all twenty years 

I served in that role, Bob was the Board secretary. Bob was a dedicated, 

wise contributor in guiding SBAP from a young grassroots organization 

to a mature organization that served as a model to other nonprofits. 

 When SBAP embarked on the Rebuilding Lives Capital Campaign 

and the purchase of the Water Street Counseling and Advocacy Center, 

Bob co-chaired the campaign. He found himself to be a successful 

fundraiser because he believed in the work of SBAP, and he shared his 

passion with others. 

 It’s hard to think of the SBAP Board moving forward without Bob 

— so many years of taking minutes, keeping meetings focused using 

Robert’s Rules, and leading by example in his level of participation and 

dedication. I know Bob will be missed, but his guidance will be felt by 

those who carry the mission forward.  

— Barbara Spiegel, Former Executive Director

    and current Advisory Council Member
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Board of Directors
Maria Salomone, President

Nancy Boland, Vice-President

Matthew F. Oneglia, Treasurer

Sarah Worden, Secretary

Members
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Hon. Anne C. 

   Dranginis (ret.)

Kirstin M. Etela

Mark Famiglietti

Megan Kowalchick
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Lesley Budny

Jean Chapin

Manny Clark

Emily Dalton

Mark DeCruccio

Matt DeRienzo

Deborah Donne

Louis G. Donne, Jr.

Barbara Douglass

Janet Duchaine

Seth Duke

Saun Ellis

Michael R. Emanuel, Jr. 

Nanette Falkenberg

Anne Green

Mark Halloran

Catherine Hogan

Lisa Horne 

John Johnson

Josephine Jones

Executive Director
Jeanne S. Fusco

Our Mission
Susan B. Anthony Project promotes safety, 
healing and growth for all survivors of domestic 
and sexual abuse and advocates for the 
autonomy of women and the end of 
interpersonal violence.

Susan B. Anthony Project 
is a United Way Agency

Kathryn E. Litwin

Effie Mwando

Tyler Pratt

Charlotte Jones Voiklis

Jessica Wright-McGurk

Susan Jordan

Mark Macomber

Aaron Mambrino

Beth McCabe 

Diane Meier

Denise Pratt Merz

Jacqueline Miller

U.S. Senator  

  Christopher Murphy

Claudia Ocasio

Catherine Oneglia

Susan Payne

Barbara Putnam

Cynthia Quinn

Susan Rea

Nancy Rogers

Turi Rostad

Philip Samponaro

Mary Schinke

Joyce Schwartz

Lois Shafir

Dennis Sherva

Chris Smith

Marlene Smith

Barbara Spiegel

Ellen Tillotson

Nancy Wadhams

Sukey Wagner

Meet Our New Board Members
CHARLOTTE JONES VOIKLIS 
I have known and admired the work of SBAP for 

many years: my mother, Josephine Jones, was on 

the Board from 2008 - 2020. Through her I have 

been aware of the breadth of services provided 

to clients and to the wider community. I am a 

recent full-time resident of Goshen, CT, and am 

eager to be more deeply involved. I have a Ph.D. 

in Comparative Literature, and my professional experience includes: 

teaching; development and communications for a global nonprofit, 

and; programing and a national foundation that supported programs 

for women and girls and workforce development. I now manage the 

literary estate of the author Madeleine L’Engle, which involves protecting 

and extending her legacy. I am a volunteer mediator who has trained in 

community, criminal, and small claims court mediation, and have coached 

New York City Police Officers in mediation skills. My volunteer service 

as a mediator, training in improv at the Upright Citizen’s Brigade, and 

self-care through the Feldenkrais method, all involve deep listening and 

collaboration to bring about something new, joyful, and healing, which I 

bring to my professional endeavors. I have a strong commitment to social 

justice and to working with organizations that provide both immediate 

relief to people in need and that also seek to change the structures that 

maintain inequality.

TYLER PRATT 
I have lived in Litchfield County for almost the 

entirety of my life and as such, have a fondness for 

its people and of the closeness of our community.  

Currently, I own a home inspection business called 

Pillar to Post Home Inspectors that focuses on 

servicing properties in Litchfield County. Susan 

B. Anthony Project is an organization that I have 

been aware of since I was in grade-school, but recently have gotten the 

pleasure of interacting with in a more formalized way.  

 I have had an interest in volunteer work since I was a child. I would 

tag along with my father to Lion’s Club fundraisers which helped light a 

fire in me for helping people and showed me the importance of doing 

good for others. In addition, my mother was a nurse practitioner OBGYN 

in Waterbury, and growing up I would hear her share stories about 

domestic violence issues that she saw in her practice. Being exposed to 

these stories helped me understand some of the issues in our community 

and firsthand see how important it is to provide domestic abuse 

survivors with the resources they need.  

 When Susan B. Anthony Project reached out to me to help assess 

some of the properties, I was so proud to be able to help. In the Home 

Inspection business, I help people assess one of the biggest purchases 

of their lives. I know that giving my time and effort into this wonderful 

organization will give me great pride and allow me to help more people, 

and most importantly, people who really need it.
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Making a 
Difference!

SBAP staff members and their families enjoyed a day 
at Dunkin Donuts Stadium in Hartford this summer, 
taking in a Hartford Yard Goats baseball game.  Thank 
you to the Yard Goats and Dunkin Donuts for offering 
this fun opportunity to our hard-working staff!          

Union Savings Bank donated a Little Free Library and 
children’s books for our clients. SBAP Development 
Director, Gina Devaux accepting the delivery from 
Katie Flannagan, Community Relations Coordinator 
and Sarah Langlois, AVP, Senior Branch Manager 
at the Torrington branch and Michele Bonvicini, 
Executive Director, Union Savings Bank Foundation & 
Director of Community Relations, Union Savings Bank. 

Honoring Victims and Survivors
On April 28, 2022, SBAP held its first in-person Sexual 
Assault Awareness month (SAAM) vigil since the 

pandemic. The vigil honored victims and survivors of 

sexual violence and recognized community partners 

who have gone above and beyond to assist SBAP in 

providing services to victim and survivors.

Four community partners were recognized this year: 
Lucy Nolan  — Director of Policy and Public Relations at the Connecticut 

Alliance to End Sexual Violence, has been a key contact between 

member programs and the Connecticut Legislature in supporting 

adoption of laws that will positively influence survivors of sexual violence 

in Connecticut.

Shannon Lamont  — A senior 

last year at Wamogo Regional 

High School, organized a 

book drive that succeeded in 

collecting over 1,000 children’s 

books to benefit local shelters, 

including SBAP. 

(pictured at right)

Charlene Dutka   — Owner 

of Ciesco Catering, has been a 

friend to SBAP for many years, 

providing her incredible cuisine 

for countless SBAP gatherings 

and consistently donating her 

time and labor costs. 

Thomaston Savings Bank  — 
The “Can Do Crew” and many 

other dedicated employees have helped with projects at our residential and 

administrative buildings, volunteered at our Wreath fundraisers, participated 

in our Walk a Mile in Her Shoes events, provided hot meals to our residential 

clients, and have twice chosen to award SBAP with their Act to Impact 

Employee Giving grant. 

Colin Geelan collected items from our “Wish List” – 
thank you so much! Shown accepting the donation is 
Gina Devaux, SBAP Development Director.  

A gift in loving memory of Henry “Bud” Boucher

From Bud & Toni Boucher and Family from Wilton, CT

“Concern for children and families affected by 

domestic and sexual violence has always been 

paramount for us. We have been blessed with 

a wonderful, loving, and supportive family and 

are grateful to be able to add our voice and 

resources to support the work and mission of 

Susan B. Anthony Project.”

— Toni Boucher
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Thank you to everyone who supported this year’s 

Walk a Mile in Her Shoes®! 
We are grateful to report that our 

community stepped up once again 

with tremendous participation that 

encouraged awareness far and wide.  

Thanks to you, we welcomed the 

support of many friends, old and new, from all over 

the country and surpassed our fundraising goal!

Thank you to all who participated, and to those who graciously donated your 
treasure, time, and talents to make the Walk a success!   

Walk a Mile in Her Shoes®    May 12, 2022

• 236 registered walkers walked, posed, and posted 

throughout the month of May

• 473 donors generously provided walkers with moral and 

monetary support

• 24 businesses, organizations and individuals sponsored

  the Walk 

• 60 volunteers helped plan, prep, and present our first         

in-person Walk since 2019

• $58,518 raised!!! 
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GOLD SPONSORS

The Donut Station

GKN Aerospace

BRONZE SPONSORS

Beauty Mark Tattooing

Constellation

Fuel Cell

Gengras Subaru

King, King, and Associates, CPAs

National Iron Bank

RAR Excavating and Building

Rich Carlson Heating & Cooling

SILVER SPONSORS

Kirstin Etela

Forman School

St. Paul’s Masonic Lodge No. 11

Torrington Savings Bank  

2021-22 AGENCY SPONSORS

Dymax Corporation

Northwest Community Bank & Divisions

O & G Industries

Thomaston Savings Bank   

twenty2 wallpaper

Webster Bank

IN-KIND SPONSORS

Litchfield Distillery

Litchfield Historical Society

NorcomCT

Yale Billiards
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Torrington Savings Bank has long been a supporter of Susan 

B. Anthony Project, sponsoring and participating in events 

such as Walk a Mile in Her Shoes®, MOMIX in the Garden, 

and our Authors Luncheons. We are now thrilled to welcome 

Torrington Savings Bank to SBAP’s Agency Sponsor family!  

At this highest corporate sponsorship level, Torrington 

Savings Bank is now partnering with us year-round, on every 

program, event, and initiative, to support victims of violence 

and create a safer community through prevention education 

and outreach programs.

“Torrington Savings Bank has long admired the impactful 
work being done by SBAP.  All women, children and men 
deserve to live free of fear of domestic violence of any kind.  
Our partnership with SBAP embodies our commitment to 
the communities we serve through financial support of a 
diverse array of organizations committed to strengthening 
communities and families. Torrington Savings Bank proudly 
stands with SBAP against domestic violence.”   

— Lesa Vanotti, President, Torrington Savings Bank

Thank you, Torrington Savings Bank, and all our 2022-2023 
Agency Sponsors!

The Joy of Giving

We are pleased to welcome Torrington Savings Bank as a 2022-
2023 Agency Sponsor! Shown are VP of Community Relations at 
Torrington Savings Bank, Jeffrey Geddes, SBAP Executive Director, 
Jeanne Fusco, SBAP Business Development Associate, Ashley 
Cerruto, SBAP Director of Development, Gina Devaux and President 
Lesa Vanoti of Torrington Savings Bank

Thank you to our 2022-2023 
Program Sponsors!

Prevention Education and 

Outreach Program, Silver Sponsor: 

Charlotte Hungerford Hospital

Connecticut Community Foundation’s 2022 Give Local event in April marked ten 

years of the online giving challenge, and Susan B. Anthony Project was once again so 

grateful for the support of CCF and all those who gave so generously.  Every dollar 

raised during the 36-hour giving campaign was amplified by matching funds and prizes 

secured by CCF, totaling $15,060 to support victims of domestic and sexual violence 

who reach out to SBAP for a lifeline in their hour of need. Thank you!

You can help Susan. B. Anthony 

Project every time you shop on 

Amazon!  This holiday season, 

visit smileamazon.com, and designate Susan B. Anthony 

Project as your charitable organization, and we will receive 

0.5% of your purchase.

Matching Gifts
Maximize the impact of your 

donation, by asking your employer 

to match your gift!  Find out 

more about how to have your 

gift matched, as well as a list 

of Connecticut and national 

companies with corporate giving programs, such as 

Goldman Sachs, on our Matching Gifts webpage.

Rebuilding Lives Program, Bronze Sponsors: Little Red Barn 

Brewers, Putnam Tennis Courts, Wall, Wall & Frauenhofer

Rebuilding Lives 

Program Silver 

Sponsor: Town Fair 

Tire Foundation
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Happening Now Making a 
Difference!

HOLIDAY WREATH SALE
Small Wreath (23”) – $25        Taper Centerpiece – $35 

Medium Wreath (28”) – $40   Pillar Centerpiece – $35      

Large Wreath (36”) – $55       Grave Blanket (40” x 28”) – $55 

Phone: 860-489-3798  Fax: 860-482-6268  Online: www.sbaproject.org

To volunteer or become a Wreath Friend, contact 

Denise at dtorson@sbaproject.org or 860-489-3798.

ORDERS DUE: November 1, 2022 
WREATH PICK-UP HOURS:  
Saturday, November 19: 9 am – 12 noon  

Monday, November 21 – Wednesday November 23: 9 am – 4 pm

Please visit our website or scan the QR code above for details! 

Thank you to Lily & Vine Floral Design!

Teresa Hargrave & Tony Daloisio, shown with the 
2001 Toyota Avalon they recently donated to SBAP. 
One of our clients, not a week after we received the 
car, needed transportation. This donation came at 
the most opportune time! 

Thomaston Savings Bank Foundation 
presented Susan B. Anthony Project with an Act 
to Impact grant of $1,500. Gina Devaux, SBAP 
Development Director, is shown accepting the 
grant from Pilar Katrenya, Bethlehem Branch 
Manager, Thomaston Savings Bank.  

ADOPT-A-FAMILY 
We are happy to announce that we will be accepting 

both monetary and gift items for our families this year! 

To participate, no later than November 9th:

• submit the online sign-up form at sbaproject.org

• email or call Siobhain (contact info below)

Please mail monetary donations and gift cards

(in $25 increments) to:

Susan B. Anthony Project, 179 Water Street 
Torrington, CT 06790

Or drop these and all unwrapped gifts off to us between 9 am – 4 pm, 

Monday through Friday, no later than December 9th, 2022.

For questions, please contact Siobhain at scraemer@ sbaproject.org or 

860-489-3798.   Thank you! 

HOLIDAY ORNAMENTS
Purchase your SBAP Holiday Ornament to decorate your 

space or to give to your family and friends. Limited supply. 

$20 each. Visit www.sbaproject.org to order yours!

Coming Up
Please stay tuned for details about our 6th annual 

Walk a Mile in Her Shoes® event happening in May, 2023!

We wish to thank Gina Scherbner from Peoples 
Bank for their donation of cell phones for our clients. 
Shown accepting the donation is Gina Devaux, SBAP 
Development Director.

Please visit our website or scan the QR Code for events listed below.



Susan B. Anthony Project
179 Water Street, Torrington, CT 06790
Office: 860-489-3798
www.sbaproject.org

Serving the towns of: Barkhamsted, Canaan, Colebrook, Cornwall, Goshen, 
Hartland, Harwinton, Kent, Litchfield, Morris, New Hartford, Norfolk, North 
Canaan, Salisbury, Sharon, Thomaston, Torrington, Warren, Washington, Winsted.

Like us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/sbaproject

Free and confidential services for 
survivors of domestic violence and 
sexual violence include:

• Counseling for adults and children
• Support Groups
• Medical and Court Advocacy
For more information, please call 
(860) 489-3798.

24-Hour Crisis Line: 
860-482-7133 

Statewide Toll Free Hotlines:
Domestic Violence: 1-888-744-2900
Sexual Assault: 1-888-999-5545
En Español: 1-888-568-8332
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   STAFF SPOTLIGHT:  Ashley Cerruto, Business Development Associate

I was drawn into the orbit of Susan B. Anthony Project in 2018.  The more I 

learned about the prevalence of sexual violence in our community, and the 

harrowing experiences of victims who endured unimaginable trauma, the more I 

felt compelled to do something to help victims, to support legislation and efforts 

to hold abusers accountable, and to prevent future violence.  

 After volunteering at SBAP for a year, I was thrilled at the opportunity to 

join the Development Team with the goal of expanding the agency’s partnerships 

with local businesses.  As SBAP’s Business Development Associate, I initiate 

and manage relationships with corporate donors and supporters as part of our 

Business Sponsorship Program; assist in the planning and execution of special 

events and fundraising efforts; act as a liaison to the press to increase awareness 

of the agency’s services to victims; broaden our development capacity with new 

initiatives; and help coordinate volunteer and outreach opportunities to engage 

employees of our business donors.  I’ve found my newest role as Grant Writer 

to be a particularly enjoyable challenge, as it taps into my skills and affinity 

for writing and organization.  I look forward to bringing many new funding 

opportunities to the agency as my experience in this area grows, under Jeanne’s 

inspiring leadership.  

 While my work at SBAP typically does not put me in daily direct contact 

with our clients, knowing that my efforts help ensure the continuation of services 

for the individuals and families who inspired me to get involved, is extremely rewarding.  

I’m grateful to be part of the amazing team at SBAP, working together with the common 

goal of creating a safer community for all, free of domestic and sexual violence, where no 

one need live in fear, where everyone is treated with dignity, respect, and kindness.      

Cares


